
NEUSKIN
A home is meant to reflect and support everything that makes 
us who we are: our struggles, our needs, our preferences, 
and lifestyles. But what happens when our mind and body 
ages out of the standardized box of “young and able”? 
 
Built in the 1960s, St. James Town, TO, houses the highest 
density of residents in the post-war towers. Due to a loss 
of street grid, lack of spatial engagement, and absence of 
adequate social infrastructure, St. James Town suffers from 
social and spatial segregation that further marginalizes the 
residences of the neighborhood. Amongst this neighbourhood, 
200 Wellesley Street East has become an example of the 
subsequent qualities of an aging building, unfit for many of 
its aging residents. Our project peers into the life of an 
aging resident, Thien, who has recently received a diagnoses 
of dementia, and how redesigning the unit skin to be a living, 
breathing part of the home can enable elders like Thien 
to reclaim agency over their homes and lives once again. 
 
Through a combination of standardized panel units, our 
project, Neuskin, allows users to organize plug-and-use 
attachments on their walls according to their evolving needs. 
This new system promotes inclusivity through adaptable 
design with a focus on cognitive and tactile stimulation, 
while also striving to keep a sense of joy in one’s home. 
Neuskin tackles the issues of accessibility, legibility, 
and comfortability which arise as elders are presented with 
a host of new needs to keep their living spaces functional 
and their brains engaged. Our comprehensive catalogue of 
attachments can be flexible to user interpretation, which 
means anyone can find support in Neuskin, not just the aging 
population: a child with down syndrome, a stay at home 
mother, a university student, or a wheelchair user. Neuskin 
means focusing on adaptability over displacement. As an 
interactive system, the relationship between users and their 
everyday objects becomes enriched. Rather than constantly 
accumulating new objects to satisfy ever-changing needs, 
this system establishes newfound ways to reuse pre-owned 
objects. Our panels and tracks are made from aluminum, a 
recyclable material, to ensure reusability and adaptability 
overtime. 

A system that grows with you.

Emily Li & Eva Sabourin
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New sliding doors for 
accessibility

Felt panels for a 
more comfortable 
sleeping area

Clothing kept to one 
area for consistency 

Brightly coloured 
grab bars for 
quicker reaction
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